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Chinese landscape painting, as a gem in Chinese art, is deeply influenced by 

the natural environment. This study conducts a comprehensive analysis 

through historical literature, classical artworks, and expert interviews to 

explore the profound impact of the natural environment on Chinese landscape 

painting. The research reveals that artists, across different historical periods, 

express reverence for nature and a sense of integration with it in their works. 

This influence is not only evident in the artworks but, through an in-depth 

exploration of artists' experiences, also provides valuable insights for the 

development of contemporary landscape painting. Through a thorough and 

detailed study, this paper broadens the understanding of Chinese landscape 

painting, offering a new perspective for the in-depth exploration of the field of 

art. 
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Introduction  

Chinese landscape painting, a treasure in Chinese art, embodies the essence of a millennium of 

culture. Its uniqueness lies in the profound experiences and expressions of artists with the 

natural environment, integrating mountains, rivers, trees, and flowers into their paintings, 

showcasing the Chinese people's reverence for nature and their emotional integration with it. 

This study aims to delve into the far-reaching impact of the natural environment on Chinese 

landscape painting and analyze the developmental trajectory of this art form throughout history. 

 

Reviewing the history of Chinese landscape painting, from ancient philosophies such as 

"Mountains and rivers have capacity, and capacity is great. Great means no external, no 

external means harmonious, harmonious means enduring," to the distinctive literati painting 

during the Ming and Qing dynasties, different historical periods reveal artists' varying 

understandings and emotional experiences of nature.（Xu, Y. 2021)）This profound historical 

evolution provides essential clues to understanding the role of the natural environment in 

landscape painting. 

 

Through a meticulous review of literature, the researcher will delve into how ancient literati 

used landscape painting to express their emotions and philosophical ideas about nature. This 

includes analyzing classical works such as "Traveling Along the River in the Mountains" and 

"Dream of the Red Chamber," deciphering how artists conveyed their unique insights into the 

beauty of nature through the elements within their paintings. 

 

Furthermore, this study will conduct in-depth analyses of artworks, focusing on representative 

pieces from specific periods and regions. The goal is to explore how different artists, through 

their techniques and artistic expressions, convey the wonders of the natural environment to the 

audience, guiding people to contemplate nature deeply. This not only involves individual 

artistic practices but also reveals the shared understanding and aesthetic pursuits of an entire 

era towards nature. 

 

Lastly, through expert interviews, the researcher will gain contemporary artists' practical 

experiences and philosophies regarding the influence of the natural environment on Chinese 

landscape painting. This contemporary perspective will help us better understand the current 

status and role of the natural environment in artistic creation, offering valuable insights for the 

future development of Chinese landscape painting. 

 

Through this comprehensive research methodology, the study aims to provide a thorough 

understanding of the evolution of nature in Chinese landscape painting, revealing its deep 

connotations and its profound relationship with the natural environment.  
 

Research Objectives 

This study aims to delve into the influence of the natural environment on the creation of 

Chinese landscape paintings, revealing the ways in which natural elements are expressed in 

artists' creations. Additionally, the research seeks to analyze the changing trends of this 

influence across different historical periods and regions. 

 

Research Background 

In the tradition of Chinese art, landscape painting has always been regarded as an art form with 

profound cultural connotations.（Wang, Y. Q， 2019） Its expression is significantly inspired 
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by the surrounding natural environment. Natural elements such as mountains, water, clouds, 

and trees are often employed in artworks and, through the observation and expression of artists, 

become unique symbols of Chinese culture. Against this backdrop, this study aims to unearth 

the shaping role of the natural environment on Chinese landscape painting. 

 

Chinese landscape painting is deeply rooted in the rich soil of Chinese culture. The natural 

environment holds a significant position in traditional Chinese philosophy, with influences 

from Daoism, Confucianism, Buddhism, and other schools of thought clearly evident in 

landscape paintings.（Liu, X. X.2019） Through the analysis of landscape paintings from 

different dynasties, we can observe the evolution of the natural environment in artists' creations. 

How painters from different periods and regions express their understanding of life and nature 

by depicting the surrounding natural environment is a crucial aspect of our research. 

 

In modern society, technological advancements and environmental changes bring new 

challenges and opportunities to the creation of landscape paintings. How contemporary artists 

utilize modern tools and artistic techniques to express their perception of the natural 

environment is also a key focus of our research. 

 

Literature Review  

In previous studies, scholars have extensively reflected on and discussed the impact of the 

natural environment on Chinese landscape painting. Here is a summary of some crucial studies: 

 

1. Xu Yan (2021):Focusing on Daoist philosophy's influence on Chinese landscape painting, 

Xu Yan's study delves into the manifestation of Daoist principles in artistic creations. This 

research highlights how Daoist philosophy shapes artists' perception of the natural 

environment, providing a crucial reference for understanding the philosophical foundation 

behind Chinese landscape painting. 

 

2. Chen Xingyu (2020):Centered on Jing Hao's "Record of Brush Techniques," Chen Xingyu's 

study explores the influence of Daoist aesthetic thoughts on Chinese landscape painting. By 

analyzing Jing Hao's work, the researcher reveals how Daoist aesthetics directly affects artists' 

brushstrokes and creative techniques, impacting the overall aesthetic of landscape painting. 

 

3. Wang Yuqiang (2019):Wang Yuqiang's study focuses on Chinese landscape painting and its 

artistic philosophy rooted in Daoist thought. Through an in-depth exploration of artistic 

philosophy, the research uncovers the conceptual evolution of Daoist thought in Chinese 

landscape painting. Over time, artists reinterpret and innovate landscape painting with Daoist 

principles, providing a path to understanding the art form's evolution. 

 

4. Liu Xiaoxuan (2019): Liu Xiaoxuan's study, titled "The Method of Painting: On the 

Influence of Daoist Thought on the Development of Chinese Landscape Painting," emphasizes 

the "law" in painting. The research discusses how Daoist thought shapes the development of 

Chinese landscape painting, exploring norms and guidelines in artistic creation. The study not 

only highlights the theoretical impact of Daoist thought but also examines how this philosophy 

shapes artists' aesthetic standards and creative principles. 

 

5. Tian Aihua (2019): Focusing on the creation of artistic conception in Chinese landscape 

painting, Tian Aihua's study explores how artists construct emotional and artistic meanings in 
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their works. This research provides profound insights into the expression of emotions in 

Chinese landscape painting. 

 

6. Lin Shiyuan (2018):Lin Shiyuan's analysis of artistic conception in Chinese landscape 

painting creation explores the techniques and methods employed by artists. This study 

enhances our understanding of abstract and emotional expression in Chinese landscape 

painting. 

 

7. Niu Yixiao (2018):Niu Yixiao's analysis of the influence of Chinese landscape painting on 

the contemporary design industry provides a glimpse into how traditional art intersects with 

modern society. This study offers a new perspective on the integration of traditional art into 

contemporary fields like design. 

 

These studies form a rich foundation for the current research, laying the theoretical framework 

for a deeper exploration of the impact of the natural environment on Chinese landscape 

painting. 

 

Methodology 

To thoroughly reveal the impact of the natural environment on Chinese landscape painting, a 

diverse range of research methods has been employed to ensure a comprehensive 

understanding of the subject. 

 

1. Literature Analysis: 

Objective:To review historical literature, extracting theoretical viewpoints and artistic practices 

related to the relationship between landscape painting and the natural environment. 

Method:A meticulous review of historical documents and scholarly works to construct a 

historical context and reveal cultural and philosophical influences. 

 

2. Artwork Analysis: 

Objective: To analyze classical artworks and explore how artists from different periods express 

their understanding and emotions towards nature. 

Method: In-depth examination of representative artworks, focusing on techniques, symbolism, 

and compositional choices to unravel the artists' unique insights into nature. 

 

3. Expert Interviews: 

Objective: To gain contemporary artists' practical experiences and philosophies regarding the 

influence of the natural environment on Chinese landscape painting. 

Method: In-depth interviews with artists and art professionals to capture their perspectives on 

the role of nature in their creative processes and understand its contemporary significance. 

 

4. Interview Surveys: 

Objective:To explore how contemporary artists derive inspiration from the natural environment 

and express this inspiration in their works. 

Method:Interviews with contemporary artists, discussing their creative processes, sources of 

inspiration, and how they integrate nature into their artistic expressions. 

 

5. On-Site Investigations: 

Objective: To examine the specific impact of geographical environments on artistic creations. 



 

 

 
Volume 7 Issue 22 (September 2024) PP. 45-53 

 DOI 10.35631/IJHAM.722004 

Copyright © GLOBAL ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE (M) SDN BHD - All rights reserved 

49 

 

Method: Field visits to famous landscape painting creation sites, analyzing how the 

geographical environment influences artistic expressions. 

 

6. Comparative Research: 

Objective:To compare landscape paintings from different historical periods and regions, 

identifying variations in artistic styles. 

Method:Comparative analysis of artworks to accurately understand how the natural 

environment's impact on landscape painting varies across different cultures, eras, and regions. 

 

7. Data Analysis Methods： 

Qualitative Analysis: Analyzing symbols, colors, and compositions used in artworks to 

understand the specific manifestations of the natural environment in artistic expressions. 

Conducting textual analyses of classical landscape paintings to focus on the use of natural 

elements and artistic techniques. 

 

Quantitative Analysis: 

Employing statistical methods to analyze trends in the use of natural elements in landscape 

paintings across different historical periods and regions. 

Systematically counting and analyzing the quantity, styles, and themes of artworks to 

objectively present trends in the use of natural elements. 

 

Through this comprehensive research methodology, the study aims to dissect the evolutionary 

process of the natural environment in Chinese landscape painting, revealing its profound 

impact on artistic forms and cultural cognition. 

 

Results and Findings 

Through in-depth literature analysis, the researcher found that the influence of the natural 

environment on Chinese landscape painting is not static; instead, it exhibits complex and 

diverse changes across different historical periods. In ancient times, artworks like "Lushan 

Picture" expressed artists' reverence for nature and their philosophical pursuit of life. In the 

Ming and Qing periods, literati painting emerged, with artists emphasizing personal aesthetic 

experiences to express emotions towards nature, resulting in more distinctive and personalized 

characteristics in their works. 

 

The scrutiny of classical artworks provided insights into how artists like Huang Gongwang and 

Wen Zhengming used brushwork to construct unique styles for depicting natural scenes. These 

artworks not only presented realistic portrayals of nature but, through the use of painting 

techniques, conveyed the artists' profound understanding of nature's emotions. This deep 

aesthetic experience and expression provide crucial clues for understanding artists' 

comprehension of nature and the continuation of traditional culture. 

 

Expert interviews expanded the understanding of the influence of nature in landscape painting. 

Artists not only feel the beauty of nature in their creations but also integrate their reflections 

on contemporary society and life into the artistic handling of natural elements. This 

contemporary understanding of nature by artists forms an organic continuation and innovation, 

injecting new meanings into landscape painting for the present era. 
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Comparative research revealed unique artistic styles in landscape paintings from different 

historical periods and regions. The differences between Southern and Northern schools, the 

conflict between Jiangnan ink painting and Northern realism, showcase the rich diversity of 

Chinese landscape painting under various cultural influences. These differences not only reflect 

regional cultural uniqueness but also reveal artists' aesthetic orientations and attitudes toward 

creation in different natural environments. 

 

Finally, data analysis provided a systematic statistical basis for understanding trends in the use 

of natural elements in landscape paintings. This multidimensional analysis contributes to a 

more comprehensive understanding of the evolutionary process of nature in landscape painting. 

 

In summary, the results of this study not only broaden the theoretical understanding of Chinese 

landscape painting but also offer profound insights for practical creation. The influence of the 

natural environment on Chinese landscape painting is a multi-layered and multi-dimensional 

process, reflecting not only artists' perceptions and expressions of nature but also showcasing 

diversity across different historical periods, regions, and cultural backgrounds. This provides 

rich material and contemplative paths for future art creation and cultural studies. 

 

Contribution of the Research 

Through in-depth literature analysis, the researcher found that the influence of the natural 

environment on Chinese landscape painting is not static; This study makes unique contributions 

to the understanding and future development of Chinese landscape painting in several aspects. 

 

Firstly, by delving into historical literature, we comprehensively reviewed the evolution and 

development of Chinese landscape painting across different historical periods. This not only 

provides researchers with a clear historical context but also offers art enthusiasts and the 

general public a deeper insight into Chinese landscape painting. This historical review 

positively inspires the preservation and inheritance of traditional Chinese painting culture. 

 

Secondly, through in-depth analysis of classical artworks, the researchers revealed how 

different artists express their understanding of nature through specific painting techniques and 

artistic methods. This provides rich case studies for art education, helping students better 

understand and apply painting techniques while stimulating profound reflections on the 

aesthetics of nature. 

 

In the expert interview segment, researchers gained practical experiences and insights from 

contemporary artists regarding nature's role in their creations, offering valuable references for 

the development of contemporary landscape painting. This practical insight not only provides 

a platform for communication and learning among artists but also makes art creation more 

closely connected to contemporary society, carrying broader social significance. 

 

Through comparative research, the study elucidates the differences between Northern and 

Southern painting schools, the collision of regional cultures, providing a better understanding 

of the diversity and richness of Chinese landscape painting. This cross-cultural study helps 

promote the exchange and integration of different regional art styles, fostering the global 

development of art. 
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Finally, through data analysis, the study systematically analyzed trends in the use of natural 

elements in landscape painting across different periods, providing researchers with quantitative 

analysis tools. This data support makes our research more scientific and actionable, laying the 

foundation for future related studies. 

 

In summary, this study, through in-depth historical literature review, artwork analysis, expert 

interviews, comparative research, and data analysis, provides a multi-dimensional and multi-

perspective view for the study of Chinese landscape painting. It enriches our understanding of 

this traditional art form and offers valuable insights for the innovation and development of 

contemporary art. This comprehensive and in-depth research is expected to make a positive 

contribution to the inheritance and innovation of landscape painting, as well as the development 

and dissemination of traditional Chinese culture. 

 

Conclusion   

Through in-depth literature analysis, Through an in-depth study of the impact of the natural 

environment on Chinese landscape painting, the researcher has drawn a series of key 

conclusions. These conclusions not only summarize the research findings but also provide 

beneficial insights for the theoretical exploration and practical creation of Chinese landscape 

painting. 

 

Firstly, the influence of the natural environment on Chinese landscape painting is profound and 

multifaceted. From ancient to contemporary times, artists have conveyed reverence, integration, 

and aesthetic emotions towards nature through the expression of natural elements such as 

landscapes, trees, and rivers. This influence is vividly reflected in art pieces and has been 

quantified and demonstrated through expert interviews and data analysis. 

 

Secondly, Chinese landscape painting exhibits diversity and openness in its historical evolution. 

In different historical periods, artists, through their aesthetic understanding and creative 

practices, endowed landscape painting with different styles and connotations. This diversity 

not only reflects the rich and colorful nature of Chinese culture but also provides broad creative 

space for the future development of landscape painting. 

 

Furthermore, through comparative research, the study reveals differences between Northern 

and Southern painting schools and the collision of regional cultures, showcasing the diversity 

of Chinese landscape painting. This cross-cultural research contributes beneficial experiences 

for cultural exchange and integration, fostering a better understanding and respect for the 

unique aspects of different regional arts and promoting the cross-cultural development of art. 

 

In the expert interview segment, the research obtained practical experiences and insights from 

contemporary artists, providing vivid examples for the contemporary development of 

landscape painting. Artists not only innovate traditional aesthetics but also express concerns 

about current societal and environmental issues through their works, making landscape 

painting more expressive and socially relevant. 

 

Finally, the contribution of this study extends beyond theoretical expansion, providing 

guidance and inspiration for future landscape painting research and practice. Through an in-

depth study of Chinese landscape painting, we offer a more comprehensive and profound 
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understanding for art enthusiasts, scholars, and practitioners, guiding the inheritance and 

development of traditional Chinese painting in contemporary society. 

 

Overall, this research, by exploring the impact of the natural environment on Chinese landscape 

painting in a multi-layered and multi-dimensional manner, not only deepens our understanding 

of this art form but also provides beneficial experiences and insights for its inheritance and 

innovation. As a treasure of Chinese culture, the profound historical heritage and dynamic 

artistic expression of Chinese landscape painting will continue to thrive in the river of time, 

bringing endless artistic enjoyment and spiritual enlightenment to people. 
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