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Abstract: 

 

Social and cultural influences the community in many ways either directly or 

indirectly. Thus, this paper argues about the community perception focusing 

on the age of youth towards the Public Park in Kota Bharu regarding their 

expectation and their emotions upon this public park. Questionnaire regarding 

the youth’s perception about the relationship between the feelings and the 

Public Park utilization has been done as well as using observation and Semantic 

Differential Method. The result shows by the exploratory factor analysis based 

on eigenvalue cut off resulting four components regard to the facilities 

provided in Taman Perbandaran Tengku Anis with a total cumulative 72.324% 

while there are three components explained their feelings with total cumulative 

72.923%. Consequently, the expectations and feelings of the youth as the users 

or visitors at this park is related to the component attractions of this park. 

Although this park can be considered as a successful urban public open space 

in terms of the physical environment designation that offered plenty of human 

activities onto it, the youth have their own on this public space. 
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Introduction   

The socio-cultural expanded from the remote people who live in Kelantan such as the civil 

servants, students and also perhaps through the social media. In such, the socio-activities that 

employed the spaces at the public park are no longer limited but parallel to the major cities in 

Malaysia as well especially by the youth. However, the current trend of the socio-culture is 

unready to be catered by the facilities provided. Accordingly, there are facilities such as the 

outdoor fitness equipment that used as parkour plot, badminton court become the roller blade 

court and aerobic exercise area. As a result, there are some activities that are decreasingly 

engaged with the facilities provided. As the human activities slightly expanded, the utilization 

of the facilities provided becomes crowded. Therefore, this paper aims to explain the 

community perception focusing the age of the youth on the Public Park in Kota Bharu where 

the cultural influences acted likely time bomb as the youth freely doing the activities where the 

previous generation are seldom to do due to the limitation of the socio-cultural adaptation and 

openness. This Public Park is expected as one of the public spaces where the local can-do 

leisure activities or seeing others doing it.   

 

Literature review have indicated that the built environment incudes the succession of spaces 

that people have to build to shelter and shape the full range of their activities across the time, 

place and culture as well as across social, economic and political structure (Dobbins, 2009). It 

can be pictured as buildings, lots, blocks, streets, parking, utilities, neighbourhood, districts, 

towns and cities, moreover the regions. According to Mario et al. (2019), Creighton (2005) and 

Ismail (2015), the idea of public involvement is advocated to reduce citizen scepticism toward 

government, build stakeholder consensus in government, and enhance administrative decision 

making. Likely in Malaysia, public participation becomes an important element in 

governmental decision making and planning processes (Khadzali & Zan, 2018). According to 

Mohamed Anuar & Saruwono (2018), public participation is not only a good possibility for 

better planning but also a requirement as stated in planning law where the public have the right 

involve in decision making process. In landscape architecture and urban planning, 

understandings of the contribution of public spaces to the city have been developed as early 

20th century. Broad changes and ultimate effect of mass development in the city centre started 

in 1960s has extended greater respect into a space is a social space such as a town square that 

is generally open and accessible. Public space is developed to serve as major activity areas in 

the city or town. It was designed to attract all races and cultures and to provide places for 

attention to the integration of uses. The spaces affect many people and their design could be 

replicated in several other public parks (Jamil, 2002). As highlighted by Isabelle, Heidi & 

Gerald (2015), and Lauren et al. (2018), parks are primarily designed for recreation and can 

give enormous benefits to the neighbourhoods and community by improving health, social 

well-being and enhancing enjoyment of the local environment. Likewise, benefits of leisure 

also cover physical health, psychosocial well-being, self-actualization, spirituality and self-

identity, family bonding, child development, environmental education and social skills 

development (Veal & Lynch, 2001). The important role of urban public spaces is recognized 

both in the character and the life they bring to towns and cities around the world as portray the 

place making which is the process of making good place by reviewing substantive dimension 

in public spaces design such as social, visual and functional.   

 

Therefore, which regards to the understanding the youth perception of the public park, this 

research aims to identify the main attraction of this park and the youth feelings while utilizing 

this public park, there are two main significant factors need to be reconnoitred. This research 

aims to identify the main attraction and of this park and the youth feelings while utilizing this 

public park. 
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Methodology  

In order to achieve the objectives of this research, a case study has been done in a public park 

in Kota Bharu, named as Taman Perbandaran Tengku Anis (TPTA). Figure 1 shows the map 

of TPTA itself. This Public Park was built in 2004 within 7.422 hectares² space. 50 

questionnaires had been conducted to the visitors focusing the age of youth; (see Figure 2) 15 

years old to 40 years old according to the Ministry of Youth and Sports Malaysia. There was 

48 questionnaires were accepted to analyse (34 male and 14 female).  The result from the 

survey was analysed using SPSS 21 in reaching the reliability and factor analysis. The results 

from the Semantic Differential Methodology will show the clustered feelings of the youth 

towards the utilization this public park. The relationship between the physical environment and 

their feelings is discussed further.   

  

  
  

Figure 1: Map of Taman Perbandaran Tengku Anis 

  

 

  

Figure 2: Age of The Sample  

  

Findings and Analysis  

According to Muhammad (2019), the broadest sense the elements of urban design may be 

organized in three spheres, each of which is interactive with each other’s; the physical 

environment, human activity and it shows at Figure 3, and the connections between them. 

These three spheres have been created as the main core of the questionnaire for this research. 

Factor analysis investigates the correlations among the subsets of the responses to the bipolar 

pairs and the groups that have correlated variables, and such that, each group is largely 

independent of the others. Exploratory factor analysis was employed to identify the groups, 

which might explain most of the variance in the data.   

  

67 % 
29 % 

4 % 

Age of respondents  

15  until  19 20  until  29 

30  until  40 
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Figure 3: Visitors Activities at The Playground 

  

The first significant finding about this paper is elaborated by the exploratory factor analysis 

based on eigenvalue cut off resulting four factors explained attraction in Taman Perbandaran 

Tengku Anis one of them is show on Figure 4, Aerobic exercise at the court with a total 

cumulative 72.324%. The results of the principal components analysis are presented by the 

physical environment, human activity and also the connection between them. The interpretation 

of these factors resulted as such dimension; Component 1 (29.801%), Component 2 (20.985%), 

Component 3 (13.505%) and Component 4 (8.032%). There is huge engagement of the third 

sphere (the connection between them) in this Public Park as the visitors offered plenty of 

activities within this Public Park.  

  

 
  

Figure 4: Aerobic Exercise at The Court 

  

According to the result above, there are four factors that engage people to come to this park. 

The factors are merely having been clustered based on the human activities that connected to 

the facilities provided. This shows that there is connection between the physical environment 

and the human behaviour but the essence of the functions of the facilities has been expanded. 

For instance, the first factor clustered four components (Table 1) which basically address the 

general view of a park features. The second factor consist of five components that highlighted 

facilities provided in this park that may become the major activities utilized to it. Furthermore, 

the third factor is clustered as sight-seeing and animal petting where both components are 

involving the bird park and deer park. Moreover, the outdoor fitness is clustered as the fourth 

factor with a single component alone, represents the activities that employed to it are in its own 

characteristics, probably that involved physical strength and flexibility such as parkour. The 

second significant finding about this paper (Table 2) was analysed using the Semantic 

Differential Methodology and also using the principle component analysis and resulted as 

shown below. Semantic Differential Methodology (SDM) consists of listing the semantic 

attributes that defined by pairs of antonymous adjectives, which lie at either end of a qualitative 

scale.   
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Table 1: Result of Semantic Differential 

  

   Component   

1  2  3  4  

Playground  .672  .084  .020  .256  

Picnic Area  .836  -.204  .024  .076  

Parking Area  .740  -.050  .072  .139  

Multipurpose 

Courts  

.670  .399  .238  -.178  

Landscape Area  .670  -.025  .571  .069  

Water Theme Park  .117  .663  .363  .135  

Open Space/ Yard  .515  .646  -

.178  

-.217  

Cycling Tracks  -.370  .674  .498  -.029  

Jogging Tracks  -.148  .858  -

.041  

.032  

Toilets/Prayer 

Room  

.071  .635  -

.156  

.535  

Bird Park  -.056  .163  .888  .110  

Deer Park  .412  -.088  .790  .055  

Outdoor Fitness   .221  .027  .203  .820  

  

Table 2: Activity 

  

As a result, based on the above, the skewed significantly towards the left side adjectives. This 

giving a mean that most of the youth are generally have positive feelings (Table 3) towards the 

park. The result of SDM was analysed further using the principle component analysis in order 

to cluster the attributes at their best quality. The result of the principle component analysis is 

shown as (Graph 1) below.  
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Graph 1: Result of Principle Component Analysis 

  

Factor analysis investigates the correlations among the subsets of the responses to the bipolar 

pairs and the groups that have correlated variables, and such that, each group is largely 

independent of the others. Exploratory factor analysis (Table 3) was employed to identify the 

groups, which might explain most of the variance in the data. Based on ten pairwise of 

adjectives given, there are three factors has extracted. The value above 0.5 is significantly 

selected and clustered. Referring to the result, the third factor consists of single attribute 

Safe/Dangerous. This adjective probably resembles their concern about themselves regarding 

the physical environment of the park and also visitors as the threat to themselves. As the 

attribute is independently alone at its own cluster with higher value at .953, and skewed left to 

adjective ‘SAFE’, youth as the focusing visitors are argued the physical environment at this 

public park has satisfy their concern about safety. Their exposure towards the current trend and 

global lifestyle especially in fitness and leisure activities have expanded their views about 

social-cultural activities in common public park.   

  

  Component   

1  2  3  

Excited/Bored  .891  .088  -

.086  

Brave/Shy  .790  .056  .203  

Happy/Sad  .828  .294  .002  

Confident/Scared  .756  .568  -

.063  

Outgoing/Annoyed   .600  .402  .135  

Free/Trapped  .358  .653  .130  

Peaceful/Agitated   .433  .749  .203  

Active/Passive  .201  .778  -

.139  

Noisy/Quiet   -.020  .776  .109  

Safe/Dangerous   .070  .092  .953  

 

Table 3: Exploratory Factor Analysis 
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In fact, there is cultural exploding and acceptance by the community, some of the functions of 

the provided facilities unmatched with the activities. It revealed that, the cultural exposures in 

this park has utilized the physical environment into creative and touristic potential in urban life. 

As stated by Gehl and Matan (2009), and Low and Smith (2006), the urban places and the 

utilization may change from day to day and this changing role necessitates the continuous 

revaluate of the role of public spaces. The public space such as this park has a potential in 

representing the place of identity sense and that has communication role in bearing the 

messages. Moreover, the spark of the cultural exploding from this park have exploded to the 

nearby spaces it where there are socio-cultural activities such as music busking, car booth sale, 

mini shows also run outside the main entrance of this park.   

 

Conclusion  

Taman Perbandaran Tengku Anis had a spiral socio-cultural changing where the adaptation 

and rejection of the human activities are accordance to the current lifestyle. This Public Park 

can be considered as a successful urban public open space in terms of the physical environment 

designation that offered plenty of human activities onto it. The creativity and potential evolved 

due to the sociocultural influences and expose through the public assimilation and social media 

has resulted the park become the identity of urban living in Kota Bharu. The Islamic City 

labelled to this city unaffected the community socio-cultural exploration and public integration 

whereas the creativity and touristic potential has increasingly expanded.  Youth as the highest 

potential future visitors to this public park, has promoted successfully the utilization of the 

facilities provided with positive perceptions about this park. Their expectation and feelings 

about this park must be taken into consideration by the municipal council and also responsible 

organization such as the park maintenance office and all visitors of course.   
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