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Indigenous Islamic Education, an emerging field at the intersections of
indigenous knowledge, Islamic thought, and educational practices.
Although scholarly interest has increased in recent years, the field
remains fragmented with a limited understanding of its thematic
evolution, intellectual structure, and collaborative research patterns. To
address this gap, publications indexed in the Scopus database were
systematically retrieved using the keywords “indigenous,” “Islamic,”
and “education.” The retrieved records were refined using OpenRefine
and subsequently analyzed through Scopus Analyzer and VOSviewer
for citation, co-authorship, and keyword mapping analyses. A total of
364 documents published between 1984 and May 2026 were examined.
The analysis demonstrates a notable rise in publication activity after
2016, indicating growing academic attention toward indigenous and
Islamic educational discourse. Citation mapping reveals the dominance
of interdisciplinary studies, while keyword visualization highlights
major themes associated with identity, culture, religion, and
postcolonial perspectives. Country collaboration analysis further
reveals strong scholarly contributions from Southeast Asia, especially
Indonesia and Malaysia, alongside influential citation performance
from Western countries. Overall, the study confirms that Indigenous
Islamic Education has evolved into a multidisciplinary research domain
with expanding global relevance. However, stronger theoretical
integration and broader international collaboration remain essential to
further strengthen the field.
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Introduction

Indigenous Islamic education emerges where Islam is “indigenized” through dialogue with
pre-existing cultures, producing syncretic yet recognizably Islamic forms of knowledge and
practice. In the Malay-Indonesian world, early Islamization combined local authority
structures, Sufi networks, and community spaces (homes, mosques, langgar, surau) as primary
sites of learning, later reshaped by colonial schooling and the modern nation-state (Roqib et
al., 2025). Historical studies of Borneo and Palembang demonstrated how local scholars
produced and distributed their own texts in Arabic Malay. This study linked village education
to wider regional and sultanate networks and integrated Islamic sciences with “Western”
knowledge in emerging institutions. In Mauritania, the mahdarah system similarly fused
indigenous oral culture with Islamic scholarship, illustrating how memorization, recitation, and
isnad-like transmission are embedded in local social and environmental contexts. Indigenous
Islamic educational institutions such as mosques, surau, meunasah, langgar, and tajug serve as
community-based centres that integrate Qur'anic learning, local cultural traditions, and social
development activities within indigenous Muslim communitie.

A central feature of indigenous Islamic education is its reliance on local knowledge systems,
oral traditions, and community-based institutions. Comparative work linked indigenous
pedagogies with storytelling, experiential learning, and multi-generational oral teaching to
Islamic modes such as hadith transmission, recitation, and face-to-face halagah. Specifically,
mosques, surau, meunasah, langgar, and tajug operate as educational, social, and cultural
centers where Qur’anic study, kitab kuning, local arts, and economic empowerment are
integrated with regional customs (Moshirzadeh, 2018). Community-based Islamic education
democratized learning by decentralizing decision-making, inviting broad community
participation, and embedding local wisdom in curricula. However, it must constantly negotiate
tensions between national standards and local autonomy. Ethnographic work among fishing
communities on Java’s north coast and among indigenous Papuan Muslims highlighted how
local livelihoods, rituals, and narratives are used to construct Islamic values education that
strengthens both religious and cultural identities (Hamid, 2020).

Additionally, scholars stressed that indigenous Islamic education is deeply tied to identity
formation, multicultural coexistence, and debates over how far local customs (“urf) may shape
religious practice. In indigenous Javanese Islam, multicultural education is built on “critical”
and “inclusive” Islamic thinking that refuses to erase pre-Islamic culture, instead cultivating
dialogue, Sufism-informed tolerance, and civil-society empowerment through pesantren, kyai,
and village religious officials. Phenomenological studies of the Wetu Telu Bayan community
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in Lombok exhibited how partial early Islamization and strong customary law have evolved
into new patterns. Some families now adopt “complete” ritual practices and send children to
madrasahs and pesantren, producing a more “inclusive” indigenous Islamic type (Sumiadi,
2024). Hence, friction between scripturalist understandings of Islam and local culture remains.
Philosophical analyses of Islamic education in Indonesia argued for shifting from a
figh-centric, symbolic Islam to a dialogical, maqasid-oriented approach that treats local culture
as a partner rather than a subordinate object. The Islamic legal maxim al-‘adah al-muhakkamah
(“custom 1is authoritative) was proposed as a doctrinal basis for recognizing sound local
practices such as agriculture, medicine, and astronomy as legitimate content for Science,
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM) and broader curricula. This is acceptable
provided that these practices align with Islamic ethical norms (Purnama & Putri, 2025).

Furthermore, literature frames indigenous Islamic education as a strategy for social justice and
resilience in marginalized or plural settings. Case studies of the Emeyodere institution among
the Kokoda tribe in West Papua demonstrated how locally led, faith-based schooling can
expand access, raise aspirations, and fortify Islamic identity in a context of social exclusion,
drawing on indigenous social capital and local wisdom. Systematic reviews of Islamic
education’s impact in Indonesia revealed that contextually rooted programs can strengthen
local values, encourage adaptive curricula, and counter radicalism, even as they struggle to
integrate tradition with modern needs. Mosque-based pesantren models, community education
in fishing villages, and policy proposals for “local-wisdom-based” Islamic education all aim to
make schooling more relevant, character-forming, and culturally grounded (Ahmadi et al.,
2026). Nevertheless, researchers warned that many pedagogical practices still reproduce rigid
power relations and under-theorized traditions. They call for a more critical, interdisciplinary
field of “Islamic Education Studies” that engages both indigenous resources and global
educational thought.

Research Questions

1. What are the temporal trends and growth patterns in scholarly publications on
Indigenous Islamic Education between 1984 and May 20267

2. What are the most highly cited articles in Indigenous Islamic Education, and how do
they shape the intellectual structure of the field?

3. How does keyword co-occurrence analysis map the thematic structure and conceptual
relationships in Indigenous Islamic Education research?

4. What do country-level co-authorship networks reveal about the structure, intensity, and
inequality of international research collaboration in Indigenous Islamic Education?

Methodology

Bibliometric analysis constitutes a rigorous and systematic approach to the collection,
organization, and critical examination of bibliographic data derived from scholarly publications
(Alves et al., 2021; Assyakur & Rosa, 2022; Verbeek et al., 2002). Beyond conventional
descriptive metrics such as mapping publication outlets, temporal trends, and influential
authors, Wu and Wu's (2017) bibliometric inquiry extends to advanced analytical techniques,
including document co-citation analysis. This method enables the identification of intellectual
structures and knowledge networks within a research domain.
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Notably, a robust literature review is inherently iterative and methodologically grounded,
requiring the strategic selection of keywords, comprehensive database interrogation, and
meticulous analytical evaluation. Such a systematic procedure facilitates the construction of a
coherent, comprehensive body of literature and enhances the validity and reliability of research
outcomes (Fahimnia et al., 2015).

In line with this methodological rigor, the present study prioritizes high-impact publications,
as they offer critical insights into the field's theoretical and conceptual foundations. To ensure
data accuracy, consistency, and scholarly credibility, the Elsevier Scopus database was utilized
as the primary source for data retrieval (Al-Khoury et al., 2022; di Stefano et al., 2010; Khiste
& Paithankar, 2017). Furthermore, stringent inclusion criteria were applied to maintain
academic quality, whereby only peer-reviewed journal articles were considered, while non-
scholarly sources such as books and lecture notes were deliberately excluded (Gu et al., 2019).

Drawing on Scopus's extensive coverage and global recognition, relevant publications
spanning 1984 to May 2026 were systematically identified and compiled for subsequent
analysis.

Data Search Strategy

The data collection for this bibliometric study was conducted using the Scopus database,
widely recognized for its comprehensive coverage of peer-reviewed scholarly publications and
robust support for large-scale bibliometric analyses. A structured, carefully constructed search
string was employed to ensure both breadth and relevance of the retrieved literature presented
in Table 1. Specifically, the query targeted the TITLE, ABSTRACT, and KEYWORD fields to
maximize retrieval sensitivity while maintaining conceptual precision. The search string
integrated three core dimensions indigeneity (“indigenous”, “native”, “aboriginal”, “first
nations”, “tribal”), religious identity (“Islamic”, “Muslim”, “Islam”), and educational context
(“education”, “learning”, “teaching”, “instruction”, “pedagogy”’) combined using Boolean
operators (AND/OR) to capture interdisciplinary scholarship at the intersection of these
domains. Moreover, to further refine the dataset and align it with the research focus, subject-
area filters were applied, restricting results to Social Sciences and Arts and Humanities, thereby
excluding studies rooted in unrelated disciplines. Additional filters were applied to include only
journal articles (DOCTYPE: “ar”) and publications in English, ensuring a high level of
academic rigor, accessibility, and comparability. This systematic search strategy yielded an
initial dataset of 364 publications, representing a substantial and relevant body of literature for
subsequent bibliometric analysis.

Following data retrieval, a screening process was implemented using predefined inclusion and
exclusion criteria, summarized in Table 2, to enhance the quality, consistency, and analytical
relevance of the dataset. The inclusion criteria specified that only English-language
publications within the domains of Social Sciences and Arts and Humanities, published
between 1984 and 2025, were retained. This temporal boundary was strategically selected to
capture contemporary developments and evolving research trends in indigenous Islamic
education, while excluding earlier works that may not reflect current theoretical and
methodological advancements. Conversely, publications were excluded if they were written in
languages other than English, categorized outside the specified subject areas, or published prior
to 2006. This rigorous screening process ensured that the final dataset remained focused,
methodologically consistent, and aligned with the study’s objectives. By applying these
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criteria, the study enhances the validity and reliability of its bibliometric findings, enabling a
more accurate mapping of research patterns, thematic developments, and scholarly
contributions within the field of indigenous Islamic education.

Table 1: The Search String

Scopus TITLE TITLE-ABS-KEY ( ( “indigenous” OR “native” OR “aboriginal” OR “first
nations” OR “tribal” ) AND ( “533slamic” OR “Muslim” OR “Islam” ) AND (
“education” OR “learning” OR “teaching” OR “instruction” OR “pedagogy” ) )
AND ( LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA , “SOCI” ) OR LIMIT-TO ( SUBJAREA ,
“ARTS” ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO ( DOCTYPE , “ar” ) ) AND ( LIMIT-TO (
LANGUAGE, “English”))

Table 2: The Selection Criterion is Searching

Criterion  Inclusion Exclusion
Language  English Non-
English
Subject Social Sciences and Arts and Others
Humanities
Timeline 1984 — 2025 <2006

Data Analysis

VOSviewer is a widely recognized and methodologically robust tool for bibliometric analysis,
developed by Nees Jan van Eck and Ludo Waltman at Leiden University, the Netherlands
(Waltman, 2007). The software is purpose-built for the visualization and systematic analysis of
scientific literature, offering advanced functionalities for constructing network maps, clustering
related entities, and generating density-based representations. Additionally, its analytical
flexibility enables the examination of multiple bibliometric relationships, including co-
authorship, co-citation, and keyword co-occurrence networks, thereby facilitating a
comprehensive mapping of intellectual structures and research trajectories.

A key methodological advantage of VOSviewer is its ability to transform complex, high-
dimensional bibliometric data into coherent, interpretable visual representations. The software
demonstrates particular strength in network-based analyses, especially in identifying thematic
clusters, uncovering keyword co-occurrence patterns, and visualizing research density. Its
intuitive and interactive interface supports both exploratory and confirmatory analysis,
allowing researchers, regardless of technical expertise, to efficiently interpret emerging
patterns and knowledge structures. Continuous software enhancements further ensure its
adaptability and relevance across diverse bibliometric datasets, including authorship, citation,
and keyword networks.

In the context of this study, bibliographic datasets comprising publication year, article title,
author affiliations, source journals, citation metrics, and keywords were systematically
retrieved from the Scopus database in PlainText format, covering the period from 1984 to May
2026. The data were subsequently analyzed using VOSviewer version 1.6.20. By applying
VOS mapping and clustering techniques, the software facilitated the construction and
interpretation of bibliometric networks.
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Unlike traditional approaches such as Multidimensional Scaling (MDS), VOSviewer employs
a mapping technique that positions items in a low-dimensional space in which the distance
between any two items reflects their degree of relatedness (N.J.van Eck, 2010). However, while
conceptually aligned with MDS (F.P. Appio, 2014), the VOS approach incorporates
normalization procedures specifically optimized for co-occurrence data. In particular, the
Association Strength (AS {ij}) measure is used to quantify the relatedness between items,

providing a more accurate and meaningful representation of bibliometric linkages (Waltman et
al., 2017).

48, = i
Sij = ij’

which is “proportional to the ratio between the observed number of cooccurrences of i and j
and the expected number of co-occurrences of i and j under the assumption that co-occurrences
of i andj are statistically independent” (Van Eck & Waltman, 2007).

Result and Discussion
Four Research Questions are discussed in this section.

Rql: 1. What Are the Temporal Trends and Growth Patterns in Scholarly Publications on
Indigenous Islamic Education Between 1984 And May 2026?

The longitudinal distribution of publications on indigenous Islamic education reveals a clear
evolution from a marginal, fragmented research area into a rapidly expanding, increasingly
institutionalized field. Between 1984 and the early 2026s, scholarly output remained sporadic
and minimal, with most years recording only one to three publications. Hence, this pattern
suggests that research at the intersection of indigeneity, Islam, and education was not yet
conceptualized as a distinct academic domain, but rather embedded within broader discourses
such as anthropology, religious studies, or postcolonial inquiry. Specifically, the low volume
during this period can be attributed to several structural factors. The factors include limited
academic attention to indigenous epistemologies, the dominance of Western-centric
educational paradigms, and restricted global visibility of research produced in developing
regions. A gradual increase is observable from 2006 onwards, reflecting a growing scholarly
recognition of indigenous knowledge systems and culturally responsive education, influenced
by global movements in decolonization, identity politics, and inclusive education. However,
the growth remained moderate and inconsistent up to 2015, indicating that while awareness
was increasing, the field had not yet achieved critical mass or theoretical consolidation.

Notably, a significant and sustained surge in publications is evident from 2016 onwards,
culminating in peak outputs in 2025 (50 publications, 13.74%) and consistently high
contributions between 2022 and 2024. This upward trajectory reflects the maturation of
indigenous Islamic education as a specialized research domain, driven by several interrelated
factors. First, the global expansion of research indexed in Scopus has enhanced the visibility
and accessibility of scholarship from diverse regions, particularly Southeast Asia, Africa, and
the Middle East, where indigenous Muslim communities are prominent. Second, increasing
policy attention to culturally responsive pedagogy, sustainable development, and educational
equity has positioned indigenous education as a priority area within both national and
international agendas. Third, the integration of interdisciplinary approaches combining Islamic
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Education, indigenous studies, and the social sciences has expanded the field's conceptual and
methodological scope. The sharp rise in recent years also suggests a reactive dimension, in
which scholars respond to contemporary challenges such as globalization, cultural erosion, and
the need for localized educational models. Although the slight decline in 2026 (partial data)
may reflect incomplete indexing rather than an actual decrease, the overall trend strongly
indicates a dynamic, rapidly growing field with increasing theoretical depth, methodological
sophistication, and global relevance.

Documents by year Scopus

60
50 i
40

2

c

£

5 30

Q

o

O
20 ‘L

0
1984 1988 1992 1996 2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020 2024 2028

Year
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Figure 1: Trend Publication

Table 3: Trend of Publications on Indigenous Islamic Education (1984-2026)

YEAR POBLIOAR O | PERCENTAGE %
2026 I8 4.95
2025 50 13.74
2024 32 8.79
2023 29 797
2022 30 824
2021 I8 4.95
2020 16 440
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2019 21 5.77
2018 11 3.02
2017 19 5.22
2016 11 3.02
2015 10 2.75
2014 9 247
2013 13 3.57
2012 6 1.65
2011 13 3.57
2010 7 1.92
2009 10 2.75
2008 2 0.55
2007 4 1.10
2006 5 1.37
2005 3 0.82
2004 5 1.37
2003 1 0.27
2002 1 0.27
2001 2 0.55
2000 1 0.27
1999 1 0.27
1998 1 0.27
1996 3 0.82
1995 3 0.82
1994 1 0.27
1992 1 0.27
1990 2 0.55
1989 1 0.27
1988 1 0.27
1985 1 0.27
1984 2 0.55
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Rq2: 2. What Are the Most Highly Cited Articles in Indigenous Islamic Education, And How
Do They Shape the Intellectual Structure of The Field?

Table 4 depicts that the most cited publications in Indigenous Islamic Education are highly
interdisciplinary, with citation counts ranging from 39 to 64. The highest-cited article by
Avraamidou (2022), with 64 citations, indicates that issues of identity, recognition, and
educational inclusion are central to the wider intellectual structure of this field. Although the
article focuses on physics education, its prominence suggests that scholarship on indigenous
and marginalized identities is strongly connected to broader debates on equity, representation,
and recognition in education. Similarly, the highly cited works by Islam and Odland (2011),
Chakma (2010), and Hardiman (2009) reflected the importance of indigenous health, minority
rights, postcolonial state relations, and medical indigeneity. This pattern implies that
Indigenous Islamic Education does not develop in isolation as a purely pedagogical field, but
is shaped by broader social, political, health, and cultural discourses that affect indigenous and
Muslim communities.

Furthermore, the citation pattern in Table 4 also suggests that the field remains conceptually
dispersed rather than fully consolidated around a single educational framework. Several highly
cited articles are not directly focused on Islamic education. Instead, they are connected by key
themes such as Muslim identity, indigenous marginalization, the colonial legacy, gender,
religion, and social justice. For example, Abdullah’s (2017) article on Islamic studies in higher
education in Indonesia represented a more direct contribution to Islamic education, while
Khoja-Moolji’s (2015) study on Muslim collectivities highlighted how Muslim identity is
constructed within global and postcolonial narratives. The presence of articles from diverse
journals such as Journal of Research in Science Teaching, Rural and Remote Health,
Commonwealth and Comparative Politics, Al-Jami’ah, and Religions demonstrates that this
research area is still emerging through interdisciplinary intersections. Therefore, the citation
results supported the argument that Indigenous Islamic Education is a developing scholarly
domain that requires stronger conceptual integration, clearer theoretical boundaries, and more
focused empirical studies that link indigeneity, Islam, and education.

Table 4: Highly Cited Articles Associated with Indigenous Islamic Education Research

No | Authors Title Year | Source title ]S;ted
. Identities  in/out  of
1 Avraamidou physics and the politics | 2022 Joumal of Reseqrch 64
(2022) o in Science Teaching
of recognition
Determinants of
antenatal and postnatal
) Islam & | care  visits among | 5,4 Rural and Remote 60
Odland (2011) | indigenous people in Health
Bangladesh: A study of
the Mru community
The post-colonial state
and minorities: Commonwealth and
3 Chakma (2010) | Ethnocide in the | 2010 | Comparative 59
Chittagong Hill Tracts, Politics
Bangladesh
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Indian medical
Hardiman indigeneity: From . .
4 (2009) nationalist assertion to 2009 | Social History >9
the global market
Aliverdinia & | vomens —  fatalistic | |
. suicide in Iran: A partial Violence  Against
5 Pridemore o 2009 57
(2009) test of durkheim in an Women
Islamic Republic
Islamic studies in higher
education in Indonesia:
6 Abdullah Challenges, impact and | 2017 | Al-Jami'ah 49
(2017)
prospects for the world
community
. . . ) Journal of the Royal
7 Simpson Apprentlcesh P 12006 Anthropological 49
(2006) western India .
Institute
The sociology of
humanist, spiritual, and
O’Connor & | religious  practice in .
8 Duncan (2011) | prison: Supporting 2011 | Religions 4
responsivity and
desistance from crime
Competitive  religious
L.ankina & | entrepreneurs: Christian British Journal of
9 Getachew missionaries and female | 2013 Political Science 40
(2013) education in colonial and
post-colonial India
. Comparative
. .. | Reading malala: .
10 Khoja-Moolji (De)(Re)territorialization | 2015 Stqdles .Of South 39
(2015) . . Asia, Africa, and the
of Muslim collectivities :
Middle East

Rq3: 3. How Does Keyword Co-Occurrence Analysis Map the Thematic Structure and
Conceptual Relationships in Indigenous Islamic Education Research?

Figure 2 illustrates the keyword co-occurrence network generated in VOSviewer, revealing the
intellectual structure and thematic concentration of research on Indigenous Islamic Education.
In particular, the most dominant nodes “indigenous people” (33 occurrences; TLS=29), “Islam”
(30; TLS=33), and “education” (25; TLS=32) form the core triadic foundation of the network,
indicating that the field is strongly anchored around the intersection of indigeneity, religion,
and educational discourse. The relatively high Total Link Strength (TLS) values for these
keywords suggest dense interconnections, reflecting their central role in linking multiple
research themes. Notably, “Islamic education” (19 occurrences; TLS=11) appears as a
secondary but distinct cluster, suggesting that, while it is a key concept, it is often embedded
in broader discussions rather than functioning as the sole focal point. The presence of culturally
oriented keywords such as “culture” (TLS=19), “religion” (TLS=15), and “multiculturalism”
(TLS=8) further reinforces the argument that the field is conceptually framed through socio-
cultural and identity-based lenses, rather than purely pedagogical perspectives.
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Additionally, Figure 2 highlights several peripheral yet significant thematic clusters that
provide deeper insight into the direction of current research. Keywords such as “Islamic
boarding school,” “madrasa,” and “traditional education” indicate a strong institutional and
historical dimension, particularly within localized educational systems in countries like
Pakistan, Malaysia, Indonesia, and Ghana. On the other hand, the appearance of terms such as
“gender,” “women,” and “Muslim women” (with notable link strengths) suggests an increasing
scholarly focus on gender dynamics within indigenous Muslim contexts, reflecting broader
global discourses on equity and inclusion. The inclusion of critical theory-related terms such
as “colonialism,” “post-colonial theory,” and “globalisation” further demonstrates that the field
is deeply influenced by postcolonial and decolonial frameworks, which seek to challenge
dominant knowledge systems and re-center indigenous perspectives. However, the relatively
lower link strength of some keywords (e.g., “Islamic law,” “Arabic language™) signifies
fragmentation in certain sub-themes, suggesting that the field is still evolving and lacks full
conceptual integration. Overall, the network structure justifies the argument that Indigenous
Islamic Education is a multidisciplinary and emerging research domain, characterized by
strong thematic cores but still requiring greater theoretical consolidation and cohesion across
its subfields.

modern stapdard arabic

traditionalieducation

culturalidiversity islamie law
islamic boarding schoolw
indopesia .
muslimwomen ign
indigenous people malaysia
wollien AL madpasa
pakistan
ed@ion arabic language
colonijalism
@ religion higher education
4 islamic cation
muslims & @J
islamic c@mmunism
culture

sustainability
gender

a . ghana
Ji& VOSviewer

Figure 2: Network Visualization Map of Keywords’ Co-Occurrence

RQ4: What Do Country-Level Co-Authorship Networks Reveal About the Structure,
Intensity, And Inequality of International Research Collaboration in Indigenous Islamic
Education?

Figure 3 presents the country-level co-authorship network generated using VOSviewer,
highlighting both the productivity and collaborative intensity across nations in Indigenous
Islamic Education research. Indonesia emerges as the most prolific contributor with 88
publications and the highest TLS (16), indicating strong output and extensive collaboration
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networks. Consequently, this dominance can be justified by Indonesia’s large Muslim
population, rich indigenous diversity, and strong institutional focus on Islamic education,
which collectively position it as a central hub for this research domain. Malaysia follows a
similar pattern, with a high TLS (15) relative to its publication count (28), suggesting that it
plays a significant bridging role in international collaborations despite lower citation impact
(66 citations). In contrast, countries such as the United States (912 citations), the United
Kingdom (587 citations), and the Netherlands (470 citations) demonstrated high citation
influence despite comparatively lower publication volumes. Thus, this finding reflects their
strong research infrastructure, global academic visibility, and dominance in high-impact
journal publications indexed in Scopus.

Furthermore, Figure 3 reveals a clear distinction between contributions from the Global South
and the Global North, both in terms of productivity and collaboration patterns. Countries such
as Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and India contribute steadily to the literature, reflecting the
contextual relevance of Islamic and indigenous issues within these regions. However, their
relatively lower TLS suggests more localized or less interconnected research networks. On the
other hand, Western countries such as Australia and Germany exhibited moderate publication
output but relatively strong collaboration links (TLS=7), implying their role as connectors in
global research networks. Notably, some countries, such as South Africa and Italy, exhibited
zero link strength, suggesting minimal or no international collaboration, possibly due to
isolated research efforts or limited integration into global academic networks. Overall, the co-
authorship structure suggests that while Indigenous Islamic Education research is
geographically diverse, it remains unevenly connected, with Southeast Asian countries leading
in production and Western countries dominating in citation impact. This pattern justifies the
argument that stronger international collaboration is needed to enhance knowledge exchange,
improve research quality, and achieve greater theoretical integration within the field.

itan
china
nigeria unitegg,tates

pakistan

ind@sia

malaysia netherlands

> . >

unitedkipgdom ey A

spain

australia Pe
canada

jordan
saudiarabia

turkey

Figure 3: Network Visualization Map of Co-Authorship by Countries
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Conclusion

The purpose of this study is to examine the development, structure, and global research patterns
of Indigenous Islamic Education through a bibliometric approach. The analysis is guided by
several key questions focusing on publication trends over time, highly cited works, thematic
structures based on keyword co-occurrence, and patterns of international collaboration. As
indicated in the study, the need to systematically map this emerging field remains, as it remains
fragmented and lacks a comprehensive synthesis of its intellectual landscape. Using a dataset
of 364 publications spanning 1984 to May 2026, the study provides an overview of how
scholarly attention has evolved and how knowledge in this area is organized across disciplines
and regions.

The findings demonstrated a clear growth pattern in publication output, particularly after 2016,
indicating that Indigenous Islamic Education has developed from a marginal topic into a more
established research area. Citation analysis revealed that the most influential works are
interdisciplinary, drawing on fields such as the social sciences, health, politics, and cultural
studies, rather than being limited to Islamic education alone. Thus, this analysis suggests that
the field is shaped by broader discussions related to identity, marginalization, and postcolonial
contexts. Additionally, keyword co-occurrence analysis indicates that core themes center on
indigenous people, Islam, and education, supported by related concepts such as culture, gender,
and multiculturalism. However, the network also reveals fragmentation in some sub-themes,
suggesting that the field is still in the process of conceptual development.

Moreover, this study contributes to the field by providing a structured, data-driven overview of
Indigenous Islamic Education, clarifying its thematic focus and intellectual boundaries. The
analysis extends existing literature by integrating multiple bibliometric techniques, offering a
more comprehensive understanding of how the field is evolving. From a practical perspective,
the findings may support policymakers, educators, and researchers in designing more
contextually relevant educational frameworks that consider indigenous knowledge systems and
cultural diversity. The identification of key themes and collaboration patterns also provides
useful insights for future research planning and academic networking.

Finally, several limitations should be noted. The study is based on a single database and
includes only English-language journal articles, potentially excluding relevant research
published in other languages or formats. The reliance on keyword-based searching may also
limit the scope of retrieved data. Therefore, future research may consider expanding the data
sources, applying comparative database analysis, and incorporating qualitative approaches to
deepen understanding of local contexts. Additional studies are also needed to develop more
integrated theoretical frameworks and to strengthen collaboration across regions. Overall, this
study demonstrates the value of bibliometric analysis in revealing research trends and gaps and
highlights the importance of continued investigation to advance Indigenous Islamic Education
as a coherent and impactful field of study.
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